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Annotation: This article provides a general understanding of the types of sentences in
the Korean language, mainly the specific characteristics of the sentence and the rules of
correct use in oral and written form are fully explained through examples. In the Korean
language, there are differences in the written and spoken form of the sentence, and the
aspects that should be paid attention to when using them are also explained through specific
examples.
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Types of Sentences in the Korean Language

In the Korean language, sentences are classified into five types: Al & (declarative
sentences), 2| = = (interrogative sentences), & & & (imperative sentences), & & =
(propositive sentences), and & Et= (exclamatory sentences).

A sentence in which the speaker expresses an opinion or states a fact without
demanding anything from the listener is called a declarative sentence (‘Z Al =). A sentence
that expresses the speaker’s surprise or emotional reaction to a situation is an exclamatory

sentence ( & EF = ). A sentence that requires an answer from the interlocutor is an
interrogative sentence (2| =& ). A sentence that demands an action from the interlocutor is
an imperative sentence (8 & &). A sentence in which the speaker suggests performing an

action together with the listener is referred to as a propositive sentence (&-3=).

How Are Sentence Types Determined in Korean?
In Korean, the type of a sentence is determined by the sentence-ending suffix attached
to the predicate.

(1)

a. 5=0[ 7} A L|Ct. (B A -2) — Declarative sentence

o ola
= =
b. =017t M= & L7 (2] 2&) — Interrogative sentence

c. (O M) MS

d. (=0 M) M2 IS ALt (B3 &) — Propositive sentence

e. (=0 M) M2 HO| =782 (ZEHE) — Exclamatory sentence

As shown in example (1), the sentence structures of declarative, interrogative,
imperative, propositive, and exclamatory sentences in Korean are identical. However, the
sentence type differs depending on the sentence-ending suffix attached to the predicate.

In the case of interrogative sentences, it is possible to express a question without
changing the sentence structure by replacing the declarative sentence-ending suffix with an

|0

HMAL. (B EE) — Imperative sentence
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interrogative one and inserting interrogative words such as -+ (who), & (what), & A

(when), 2if (why), O] A (how) in the appropriate position.
()

a) Teacher: =0|7} £A 2 A& L7
Student: 0] 7} M-S & LICT.

b) Teacher: =0|7} =78 Tt L|77t?
Student: =0/ 7} &I 7+& THELICE.

Declarative Sentences (& A=)

A declarative sentence (‘& Al &) in Korean is a sentence in which the speaker simply

conveys information about a fact or situation or expresses their opinion without making any
demand on the listener.

&)
a. M ehd Lo

b. H| 7} 2tQ.

D27t ofF THOI A

2= Z XLy,

ool 20 2 g & TelAl

o717t 7t Effof i ol @,

M EA

e 23018 SR e,

The underlined sentence endings used above, such as -= L|C}/-& L|C}, -0tR/-01 8, -

/e o

.woorh.m

Of/-of, -Y|, -X|, -2, -&, -=C}/-=LC}/-C}, are the main suffixes used to form declarative
sentences. When these suffixes are attached to the stem of a verb, adjective, or a noun

combined with SFCF or O| C} functioning as a predicate, the sentence becomes a declarative
sentence (B A 2).

How Can Declarative Sentence Endings Be Distinguished and Used Appropriately?

“4)

a. Z[2 S0 X &&0| At ZOFX| L ALt

b. |2 S0 B 20| At FOHX| 2 A5 LIt

The declarative sentence endings used in the sentences shown in example (4) differ in
their usage. Some suffixes are used only in spoken language, while others are used primarily
in written texts. In addition, certain suffixes are selected based on the relationship between
the speaker and the listener, such as age differences and social or professional status.

Furthermore, the choice of suffix varies depending on whether the situation is formal or
informal.
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Below, declarative sentence endings commonly used in written language and those
used in spoken language are distinguished. Although the sentences in example (4) convey the
same meaning, their usage contexts differ.

The suffix used in example (4a) is typically found in books and newspapers, whereas

the suffix used in example (4b) is commonly used in spoken language. In general, - L Ct/-=

CF/-C} is mainly used in written texts, while - & L| CF/-& L] C} is frequently used in spoken

discourse.
Declarative sentence endings also vary according to the interpersonal relationship

between the speaker and the listener. The suffixes - L CF/-=C}F/-CF are commonly used in

written language but can also appear in spoken language. When used in spoken discourse,
these suffixes do not convey respect toward the listener.

()

a.

Fof: Lt ChE 0| 7 & of A ZHCf
Hay Y UG

b.

X2, L= o Eof 2t0 2
2oL XS Thite] LEXC

In example (5a), the declarative ending - L Ct/- = C}/-C} is used in a conversation

between peers with a friendly relationship. In example (5b), the same ending is used in a
dialogue between a grandmother and her grandchild, where there is an age difference.

Conclusion

In conclusion, declarative sentence endings in Korean must be selected according to the
relationship between the speaker and the listener, as well as their age and social status. Due to
the wide variety of declarative sentence endings in Korean, careful study of these forms is
essential for constructing grammatically correct and socially appropriate conversations in the
Korean language.
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