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Abstract: This article examines the relationship between digital communication and
phraseology in modern online interaction. It explores how social media, messaging platforms,
and internet culture influence language use, particularly the emergence of internet slang,
abbreviations, emojis, memes, and new phraseological expressions. The study analyzes the
transformation of traditional phraseological units in digital environments and the role of
online discourse in shaping contemporary linguistic norms. Using descriptive and analytical
methods, the article investigates the features of digital communication and its impact on
language and society. The findings demonstrate that digital communication accelerates
linguistic innovation, encourages informality and creativity, and contributes to the continuous
evolution of phraseology, especially among younger generations.
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Introduction

Digital communication has become one of the most influential phenomena of the
twenty-first century. Technological development has transformed the ways people exchange
information, express emotions, and maintain social relationships. Communication now occurs
not only through face-to-face interaction but also through social networking sites, online
forums, instant messaging applications, and multimedia platforms. Billions of users
communicate daily through applications such as Instagram, WhatsApp, Facebook, Telegram,
TikTok, and X, creating new forms of linguistic interaction. Digital communication can be
defined as the exchange of information through internet technologies and digital devices. It
includes text messaging, social media interaction, emails, video conferencing, and
multimedia communication. The rapid expansion of digital technologies has significantly
influenced communication strategies and linguistic behavior. Scholars argue that online
discourse has created a unique linguistic environment characterized by speed, brevity,
creativity, and informality. Phraseology, a branch of linguistics concerned with idioms,
collocations, and stable expressions, also experiences significant transformation in digital
communication. Internet slang, memes, emojis, abbreviations, and hybrid linguistic forms
have introduced new phraseological units into everyday language. Traditional idiomatic
expressions are frequently shortened, modified, or adapted to suit the dynamics of online
interaction. The purpose of this article is to analyze the relationship between digital
communication and phraseology, identify the major linguistic features of online discourse,
and examine the impact of digital communication on language and society.

Methods

This study applies descriptive, comparative, and analytical research methods to
investigate the influence of digital communication on phraseology. The descriptive method is
used to identify the Ilinguistic characteristics of online communication, including
abbreviations, internet slang, emojis, and memes. The comparative method examines
differences between traditional phraseological units and digital phraseology. The analytical
method evaluates the social and linguistic effects of online communication on language use
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and communication styles. The research is based on theoretical sources, linguistic

studies, academic articles, and observations of communication practices on digital platforms
such as Telegram, TikTok, Instagram, WhatsApp, and X. Examples of internet slang and
online expressions were selected from contemporary digital discourse to illustrate the
transformation of phraseology in online environments.

Results

The study demonstrates that digital communication significantly influences modern
phraseology and language use. Several important features of digital communication were
identified. First of all, social media and messaging applications dominate modern
interpersonal communication. Online interaction emphasizes immediacy and brevity,
encouraging users to employ short sentences, abbreviations, and simplified grammatical
structures. Expressions such as “LOL,” “BRB,” and “OMG” have become common elements
of everyday communication. Secondly, digital communication promotes informality. Users
frequently ignore capitalization, punctuation, and formal writing conventions. Online texts
often imitate spoken language, blurring the distinction between written and oral
communication. In addition, emojis, memes, and visual symbols function as important tools
of emotional expression. Emojis help users communicate emotions and intentions that may
not be fully expressed through plain text. Memes also function similarly to phraseological
units because they contain culturally recognizable meanings shared among internet users. The
findings additionally show that internet communication contributes to the emergence of new
phraseological expressions. Internet slang expressions such as “spill the tea,” “slay,” “no
cap,” and “main character energy” have become widespread in online discourse. These
expressions often originate from youth culture and rapidly spread through social media
platforms. Another significant result is the transformation of traditional phraseological units.
Classical idioms are often adapted to fit online communication styles. Expressions such as
“breaking the internet” illustrate how digital culture creates new metaphorical meanings
associated with online popularity and social influence. The research also demonstrates that
online phraseology reflects group identity and social belonging. Digital communities, gaming
groups, fandoms, and influencers frequently develop their own linguistic systems understood
mainly by community members. Finally, the study confirms that digital communication
accelerates linguistic change. New expressions and trends appear rapidly in online
environments and often become integrated into everyday language within a short period of
time.
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Discussion

The findings indicate that digital communication has transformed both language
structure and communication behavior. The increasing use of abbreviations, internet slang,
and emojis reflects the need for speed and efficiency in online interaction. These changes
support Crystal’s concept of “Netspeak,” a hybrid linguistic form combining characteristics
of speech and writing. The emergence of digital phraseology demonstrates that language
naturally adapts to technological and cultural developments. Internet slang and memes
function as modern phraseological units because their meanings often depend on shared
cultural knowledge rather than literal interpretation. This process highlights the close
relationship between language, culture, and technology. The study also reveals both positive
and negative consequences of digital communication. On the positive side, digital
environments encourage linguistic creativity, intercultural interaction, and lexical innovation.
Online communication allows users from different countries and cultures to exchange ideas
instantly, contributing to globalization and cultural exchange. However, excessive
dependence on informal online language may negatively influence grammatical accuracy and
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academic writing skills, particularly among younger generations. Many teenagers incorporate
internet slang and abbreviations into everyday speech and formal writing, which may weaken
attention to standard linguistic norms.

Despite these concerns, digital communication should not be viewed solely as a threat
to language. Linguistic evolution has always been influenced by social and technological
changes. The digital era simply accelerates this process and introduces new forms of
phraseological expression. The research further emphasizes the role of online discourse in
shaping identity and community belonging. Internet users create digital identities through
language choices, emojis, memes, and visual communication. Consequently, digital
phraseology serves not only communicative but also social and cultural functions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, digital communication has profoundly transformed modern language and
phraseology. Social media platforms, messaging applications, and online communities have
introduced new forms of communication characterized by speed, creativity, and informality.
Internet slang, abbreviations, emojis, and memes have become essential elements of
contemporary online discourse. The study demonstrates that digital communication
contributes to the creation of new phraseological units and modifies traditional idiomatic
expressions. Online discourse also influences communication styles, social interaction, and
linguistic norms, especially among younger generations. Although digital communication
presents certain challenges, including reduced grammatical accuracy and excessive
informality, it also promotes linguistic innovation and intercultural communication.
Language continues to evolve alongside technological development, and digital phraseology
will likely become increasingly influential in the future. Further research may investigate
cross-cultural differences in digital phraseology and the long-term impact of online
communication on linguistic systems worldwide.
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